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ROY is depressed. He has been for a while now and it is causing a lot of tension 

between him and his fiancé, ANNA. Drinking is starting to seem appealing, 

something that he hates about himself as his dad was an alcoholic before dying 

earlier in the year, and he is beginning to turn to it himself.  

After an argument at home with his fiancé, he storms to work. Whilst there his boss 

calls Roy into the office. Roy reluctantly goes in and his boss explains to him that if 

he doesn’t start focussing on his work more he will be fired. Roy, not in the right 

frame of mind because of that mornings argument tells his boss what he really thinks 

of him, leading to Roy’s dismissal from the company there and then. 

Roy packs up desk and makes his way home. Arriving home he goes in and calls 

Anna’s name. No answer. Making his way through to the kitchen he drops the box he 

is carrying and the contents of his desk spill onto the floor.  

On the kitchen side is a note, and on top of the note is Anna’s engagment ring. 

Roy rushes over and holding the ring tightly in his hand he begins to read the letter. 

Anna has left him, fed up of his depression and how it is bringing her down, the 

argument that morning was the final straw. She has done her best to support him but 

there’s only so much someone can do. Roy storms into the living room and swipes 

the phone up. He reaches Anna’s answer phone so he tries again. Answer phone 

still. Angry he throws the phone at the wall, smashing it into pieces. 

Later, after he has calmed down and it has begun to sink in, we find Roy in his local 

pub, The Guild. Finding solace in the bottom of his drinks he is slowly getting more 

and more inebriated. Sat on his own he begins to think more and more about his life, 

about how little he has done with it. He staggers home, it’s only 9pm. Reaching his 

house Roy digs deep into his pockets and pulls his keys out, opening the front door. 

He goes inside and passes out on the couch. The next morning Susan, Anna’s 

friend, knocks on the door and rings the bell. With no answer, Susan takes out a key 

and lets herself in so she can collect Anna’s belongings. Susan rouses him and he 

watches in silence as she packs up some of Anna’s things, telling him she’ll be back 

for the rest tomorrow. Watching this happen finalises things for Roy and something 

trips in his head. He gets up from the couch and climbs into his car.  

He drives onto a motorway crossover bridge and pulls up at the side of the road. 

Climbing out of the car he slowly makes his way to the barrier, tears in his eyes. He 

looks over the edge and the gravity takes control, tears spilling out. A car drives past 

him and the driver seems to know what is about to happen, he slams his brakes on 

and pulls over. He climbs out and shouts at Roy to get away from the barrier but Roy 

ignores him and climbs up and without missing a beat he tumbles down onto the 

motorway below. 

In the darkness signalling the end of Roy’s life we hear some indistinguishable 

noises which slowly fade up into an electronic sound, like something has just been 

plugged in and powering up. An electronic voice declares over the darkness: 

“Hello. Welcome to DAWN unit.” 
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Roy awakes in a white room, the brilliance of the lights blinding until his eyes adjust. 

He sits up from the bed he was laying on, swinging his legs over the side. The lights 

dim down and on a wall in front of him a face appears, a pre-recorded video. 

The video, explains where Roy is. He is inside a virtual world, called DAWN. DAWN 

is a virtual world that was designed by medical experts to house the mind whilst the 

external body is rebuilt and repaired, allowing people an extra chance. Roy is the 

first test subject for this program and he, other than the doctors who come and go, is 

the only human there permanently. Everyone else he sees and interacts with will be 

AI’s. They each have their own individual personalities and for all intents and 

purposes are ‘real’ in this world. Roy is taken aback by this information but at the 

same time he is calmly relieved. Whilst he is not dead as he intended, and he cannot 

kill himself in this world, he starts to wonder whether he will be here forever and 

whether or not he can build a new life for himself here. 

After the video message plays itself out, a gap opens up in the wall and a doctor, 

ROBERT, comes to greet him. Robert asks a few questions and Roy asks his fair 

share back but for the most part he is just overwhelmed by everything. The doctor 

explains that he will be given a home, car, money etc and then the world of DAWN is 

his to make the most out of. Stepping outside the hospital complex Roy is greeted 

with neon lights, sky scrapers and people milling about. It is quite claustrophobic 

coming from the quietness of a small town in the North of England to stepping out 

into a metropolis. Roy is driven through the city to his apartment complex and we 

see parts of the city fly by. In the crowd he sees a dark figure but when he double 

takes it is gone. 

Back in the real world we see a brain floating in a glass enclosure filled with bubbling 

liquid, this enclosure is part of a very hi-tech looking machine. On the opposite wall is 

a bank of smaller machines, one of which is occupied by a man. A beeping sound is 

heard and the machine opens up allowing the man to step out, we see it is Robert. 

He confirms to a nearby scientist that Roy is settled in and everything appears to be 

working. 

In another room, inside the same complex as all this machinery we see a redheaded 

female sat at a computer. ALICE is a programmer for the world of DAWN, part of the 

team responsible for the creation of the AI within the world. One huge screen 

occupies a wall of the computer lab and upon it we see Roy in his apartment sat on 

the bed, head held in his hand. Alice looks towards to the screen a look of concern 

upon her face. Robert enters the computer lab and Alice gets up to go speak to him. 

She mentions her doubts about the experiment, suggesting that there should be 

another human companion there at all times with Roy. Robert takes her to one side 

and is very harsh with her as he lays it out for her. She is only here on the team 

because she is the best at what she does, he has been worried from the start that 

she is going to compromise this experiment, they’re doing this as an experiment first, 
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a lifesaving procedure second. But just because they needed her talent, that doesn’t 

mean he won’t take her off the project. 

Roy heads out into DAWN the following evening and comes across a VR Bar. In 

them you can change your “program” to take you anywhere and do anything you 

want in that world, almost like living a video game or a movie or even just virtual 

tourism, it is up to you. Roy is on the way back to his apartment from one of these 

bars when suddenly he gets a shooting pain in his head and he falls to his knees. A 

shadowy figure stands in front of him, a dark female figure, she seems familiar but 

he can’t place her. She starts to taunt him and he responds. But back in the real 

world Alice looks towards the big screen and it appears as though he is just talking to 

himself, shouting at the thin air. She picks up the phone and calls Robert and tells 

him to look at the observation feed. He rushes down to the machines and enters the 

world. He finds Roy back at his apartment scared out of his mind, saying he wants to 

leave; he wants them to turn off the machine and let him die. Robert says he won’t 

do this as a lot of time and money has been put into this project and they want to 

complete the experiments. Robert leaves Roy there afraid and alone. When Robert 

exits the world again Alice is waiting for him. She informs him that she will finish up 

the project she is currently working on then she is leaving as Robert has revealed his 

true nature. Back at her desk Alice starts to program something, mad that she has 

been forced to leave her job because she cannot reason with Robert. 

The next day Roy manages to get to the evening without another episode, he goes 

to Bar XIII, a VR Bar. It is in this bar that he meets an AI named LUCY. Lucy is an 

attractive blonde, not jaw dropping but still very beautiful. She strikes up a 

conversation with Roy and they get talking, he explains how he came to be here and 

she listens intently. Roy finds himself attracted to her, even though she is an AI he 

justifies it by the fact that she is self-aware. He is wary at first as he knows eventually 

he will be pulled out of the world once the experiment is complete. But finally having 

found a friend in this world Roy begins to accept his situation and makes the most of 

it, all nightmarish figures forgotten. Robert watches this exchange back in the DAWN 

labs, and wants to explore the possibility of a human falling in love with an AI.  

The next morning Roy receives a call asking him to go in. There he is lied to as he is 

told there has been a complication in the process of repairing his body in the real 

world, when in fact everything is going as planned, and there is a 97% chance that 

he will never wake again. Roy takes this as good news, his suicide was meant to be 

an escape then he woke up here, and though he didn’t agree with it at first, wishing 

he was just dead completely, he can now use this as a new start. He goes home 

happier than he has been for most of his miserable existence back in the real world. 

He calls Lucy up and tells her the good news, they go out for a meal and then they 

go back to her place and sit talking on the couch for a while, they eventually both fall 

asleep where they’re sat. 

Roy awakes suddenly in the middle of the night, sweating and panting he looks 

around franticly but doesn’t see anyone. He gets up and goes to the bathroom. He 

rinses his face in the sink and looks up; he closes the medicine cupboard and the 

mirror shows no-one behind him. He turns to leave the bathroom but there is 
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someone in the doorway. It is the figure again, except this time he recognises her. It 

is Anna, except her face is missing, no features to it just a mass of skin. Blood pours 

from her wrists and she collapses to the floor and disappears. Roy panics and 

rushes round the bathroom getting a towel, soaking it in water and cleaning up the 

blood. Lucy comes rushing in but she can’t see the blood, she shouts at Roy to stop 

and it takes him a while before he does, realising there is no blood he breaks down 

whilst Lucy just holds him. Lucy suggests that he goes back to the doctors in the 

morning but he refuses, worried they will end the experiment, hoping they will end on 

their own eventually. But the apparitions don’t stop and he can’t figure out why, Lucy 

suggests that it is his guilt manifesting itself in the world that’s why it is taking the 

shape of his ex-fiancé.  

Robert watches from his office and something Lucy says makes him stop and rewind 

the feed. She refers to the other “AI” as “Progs”. Progs is short for programs, which 

is what essentially each AI is, a program. The only time it would be used is by 

someone from the DAWN Labs. Robert goes to the program lab and asks one of the 

programmers to pull up Lucy’s information but doing a search for her reveals 

nothing. He checks the person first entry into the world and the date matches the day 

after Alice quit. He goes down the machine room and checks them but they are 

empty. He goes over to the far wall and presses his hand on a panel. The wall slides 

away revealing a small room full of portable machines in separate bays. These are 

touring kits, portable so investors can be shown the virtual world. One of the bays is 

empty. Back in his office Robert calls for a meeting of the key scientists behind the 

project. He explains they’re going to bring Roy out of DAWN, the apparitions mixed 

with the fact that Alice is inside the world shows the program needs some work, but 

they have to do this within a way that Alice won’t realise what they’re doing. The next 

morning Robert goes into the world and calls Roy in. 

Roy is led in bed with Lucy when he gets the call, he is told they want him to come in 

just to do a few tests to see how he’s getting on. He says bye to Lucy and heads 

there. Robert tells him that there was a breakthrough with the repairs of his body, 

and they will be able to wake him up now. Roy in a state of shock says he needs to 

go back and say goodbye to Lucy at least, for some form of closure. They say it has 

to be now as everyone is waiting to bring him out. Robert helps him to his feet and 

leads him through the lobby of the medical centre to another part of the building but 

at the last second Roy makes a break for it and runs out of the building. 

Roy goes home to Lucy, he watches her sleep through the doorway. His life is just 

one disappointment after the other, he has made a new life here, started again. He 

makes a decision, he rouses Lucy and begins to run around the flat packing some 

things up. As he rushes around he explains to Lucy his plan. The only way for him to 

be brought out of DAWN is from inside the complex at the centre of the city, they will 

need to prep his mind and start the process of moving it back to his body, whereas 

other people can just go when they please. So if he goes on the run and hides they 

won’t be able to find him. Lucy is about to tell him something but stops herself. They 

run out the car and begin to drive, as fast as they can in one direction speeding away 

further and further into the sprawling metropolis. As he drives he starts to notice 

things going wrong, people looping and lagging. They walk forward for a few steps 
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then appear back where they started. He slows down and looks around and sees the 

same thing is happening all around him. He tells Lucy he is scared of going home, 

she tries to make him realise that even if he does go back to the real world he is a 

changed man, this should have shown him that he can always start again. Just 

because this world was virtual it doesn’t mean the same rules can’t apply in the real 

world. She is about to tell him something else but his head snaps back and he lets 

out a cry of pain, the car turns and crashes into parked cards, flipping over. Lucy 

crawls out and goes to Roy’s side and helps him up. He backs away from her as 

through his eyes she appears to be Anna, her face half formed. Lucy grabs him and 

holds him, whilst he tries to get away from her eventually kissing him which makes 

him calm down. They are forced apart when the floor rocks under them and in the 

distance a black wall appears. The city goes on for a mile or two then just…ends. 

Buildings, lamp posts, people, cars all start to flicker and disappear as this blackness 

gets closer, consuming them. Roy and Lucy head back in the opposite direction but 

the city is closing down on this side too. Street by street they are forced back 

towards the main centre of DAWN. 

# 

They come into the main square at the front of the medical centre. Roy tries to keep 

it together and manages to a certain extent, he tells Lucy how he feels about her and 

that he will always remember her. She smiles and places her hand on his cheek and 

as she does so she starts to flicker, she reveals to him that she isn’t an AI, she is 

actually a human and that she will wait for him in the real world. The blackness 

behind her surges forward and she is consumed. 

The blackness creeps further forward stopping not far from Roy. He gets up from his 

knees and takes a step back, as he does so the black wall moves with him. Lucy is 

actually real? He turns and walks into the medical building. He says nothing as the 

doctors prep him and send him to sleep. As his eyes close the blackness outside 

rushes forward and consumes the building and him. 

Roy awakes on a metal slab that is slowly being pulled from a machine. Still not 

speaking we see scenes of him going through medical tests along with 

physiotherapy to get his muscles strong again and eventually he leaves the medical 

complex. Outside the media surge forward trying to ask questions, camera’s flashing 

microphones being shoved in his face. Roy doesn’t respond to any of the questions 

but the doctors do. After this first successful trial they hope to secure more funding to 

further develop the machines and roll them out hopefully coming to reach a standard 

to help keep people alive.  

At the back of the crowd Alice watches warily, trying to get closer so she can speak 

to him, but how she looked in DAWN wasn’t how she looks in real life and she 

doesn’t know if Roy would actually still like her. Roy is led to a taxi and as he 

reaches for the door Alice stops him. Roy looks at her confused, but suddenly 

comprehension dawns. “Lucy”? She informs him that her name is actually Alice and 

she used to work for the programming team behind DAWN. He looks at Robert and 

he nods his agreement and tells her to expect the police as she stole one of the 

touring units, but she responds by saying she has documents to prove that what 
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they’ve said to the media isn’t necessarily the truth. She gets in the taxi with Roy and 

they go back to Roy’s house. Anna is waiting for him there; she rushes forward as he 

goes in and kisses him. He manages to pull away and steps to the side revealing 

Alice. Alice gives them a minute whilst Roy explains everything to Anna. 


