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EXT. CHARRED FIELD. JUST BEFORE DAWN.

A group of people, looking tired, lost and hungry make

their way through a field. The grass all around them is

either charred or dry, yellow and brittle.

The group are walking in a line towards a shack. We see

there are doors leading down to a tornado cellar on the

side of the building.

At the head of the line we have LEROY, 41, followed by his

son, CALUM, 14. Leroy has a police belt round his waist, a

handgun on one hip, flashlight in the other. Behind Calum

walks JANE, 35, and behind her is ALICE, 29. Bringing up

the rear of the group is DAVID, 33.

The group reach the hut and Leroy peers through a window,

shining the flashlight. Calum, Jane and Alice stand off to

one side.

LEROY

Can’t see anything.

David goes over to the front door and, shielding his eyes,

looks through the door.

DAVID

Me neither.

LEROY

Looks like they left in a hurry.

Through the window we see over turned chairs and cupboard

doors left open.

CALUM

(Glancing at his toy watch

nervously.)

Dad, we need to get inside.

DAVID

Stand back.

David moves away from the door and kicks it, the door

splinters inwards.

LEROY

Come on Cal.

INT. SHACK. JUST BEFORE DAWN.

Leroy takes Calums hand and leads him inside the house,

the others following. Leroy shines his flashlight into the

dark corners of the house, checking to make sure nothing

is hiding in the darkness.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 2.

Jane finds a light switch and turns flicks it up and down.

Nothing happens.

JANE

Damn.

LEROY

We’ll be asleep soon anyway. Can

you check to see if the cellars

unlocked David?

DAVID

Will do boss. Can you grab the

light from my bag babe.

ALICE

Sure.

David turns round to let Alice dig through his rucksack,

she pulls out a flashlight and hands it to David.

ALICE

We’ll be back in a minute guys.

DAVID

I’ll be back in a minute. You

need to help these search for

food, we don’t have long.

ALICE

But-

DAVID

I’ll be fine, love you.

ALICE

Love you too.

David and Alice kiss, David leaves the shack.

JANE

Time?

CALUM

6:13

ALICE

53 minutes gives us plenty of

time.

LEROY

Calum have a look through the

kitchen cupboards, find anything

put it in here.

Leroy throws Calum a large canvas bag.
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CONTINUED: 3.

CALUM

I know, I know.

Calum leaves the living room and goes through to the

kitchen.

EXT. SHACK PERIMETER. JUST BEFORE DAWN.

DAVID walks around to the side of the house and checks the

cellar doors. They’re a bit stiff but they open. He shines

his flashlight into the bottom of the cellar, seeing

nothing he starts to turn around, but suddenly he his hit

from behind and is knocked unconcious.

His attacker grabs him just as he is about to fall down

into the basment, the flashlight falls from his hand and

breaks.

David is dragged off.

INT. SHACK BATHROOM. JUST BEFORE DAWN.

JANE is sat on the toilet peeing, her flashlight is sat on

the sink. Looking around she notices there is no toilet

paper left, just an empty cardboard tube. She use the

cardboard tube to dap herself dry and drops it into the

bowl. She gets up and flushes the toilet, just after the

toilet flushes she hears a bang outside. She steps into

the bath and opens the window, peering out.

JANE

David?

She notices she is above the cellar entrance, one of the

doors is open the other door shut, having just slammed

shut in the breeze.

She goes to the sink, washes her hands and picks up her

flashlight.

INT. SHACK KITCHEN. JUST BEFORE DAWN.

JANES enters the kitchen, CALUM is on the side counter,

digging in the back of a cupboard. He yells suddenly, a

rat jumping out of the cupboard and running off. ALICE

screams.

JANE

Keep it down Alice. We need to be

quiet.

ALICE

A rat just jumped at me.
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JANE

Cellar doors are open, I think

David’s gone down already.

LEROY

Probably picking the best seat.

CALUM

I’m done.

LEROY

Come on then.

The group leave the shack.

EXT. SHACK PERIMETER. JUST BEFORE DAWN.

The group walk round the side of the shack, towards the

cellar. ALICE walks ahead of the group eager to get to

DAVID’s side. She goes down first, the rest of the group

following after her.

INT. SHACK CELLAR. JUST BEFORE DAWN.

Alice steps off the bottom steps.

ALICE

David?

JANE

He must have gone round the house

the other way, I bet he came to

tell us it was clear.

LEROY

Jane, help me cover up this

window.

LEROY takes some black paint and bin liners from his

rucksack.

JANE

Sure.

ALICE

Back in a sec.

Alice goes back up the steps, exiting the cellar.

Calum, drags a box over from the side and empties the cans

of food he found onto the top of the box.



5.

EXT. SHACK PERIMETER. JUST BEFORE DAWN.

ALICE steps out of the basement and nearly slips back

down, after standing on David’s flashlight. She rushes

back down the steps.

INT. SHACK CELLAR. JUST BEFORE DAWN.

ALICE

Leroy, I just found this.

LEROY

David’s light?

CALUM

Dad?

LEROY

It’s okay Cal. Calum, help Jane

finish off this window, lock the

cellar doors behind us. We’ll do

the knock to let you know it’s

us.

CALUM

Dad?

LEROY

It’ll be okay Cal.

LEROY hugs CALUM.

LEROY

(whispering to Jane)

Look after him.

JANE

(Nodding)

Come on Calum, help me paint

this.

JANE takes Calums hand and leads him over the table she

has been standing on.

LEROY

Come on.

EXT. CHARRED FIELD. 15 MINUTES TILL DAWN.

ALICE and LEROY are walking around the field.

ALICE

(Desperately)

David?
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LEROY

(Looking at his watch)

Alice, we need to go. Now. The

others will be worried.

ALICE

We can’t just leave him.

LEROY

(Reaching for ALICE’S hand.)

We need to go.

ALICE

Get off me. David!?

DAVID (O.S.)

Ally! Alice, I’m here.

The shout comes from a couple of meters to Alice’s left,

the shack is behind her.

ALICE

David? Where are you? I can’t see

you?

DAVID (O.S.)

I’m in a hole.

A rock flies into the air, seemingly out of the ground.

Comprehesion dawns, shock and fear appear on Alice’s and

Leroy’s face.

LEROY

We see you.

Alice and Leroy go over to where the rock came from,

cautiously. They come to the edge of a roughly dug hole,

about twelve foot deep.

ALICE

What the- Oh my god, your leg.

LEROY

Shit.

DAVID

Alice, I love you so much, the

years we’ve been married have

been the best years of my life,

you changed me so much, for the

best. Meeting you makes this so

much harder, but I can go

happier.

ALICE

What are you on about, we’re

getting you out of here. We’ll

get a-
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DAVID

Leroy, look after her, you’re a

great man, I know you doubt

yourself at times, but if anyone

can do this it’s you. Protect

her, please.

LEROY

(Looking at the floor)

I can’t promise that.

DAVID

You can, please promise me you’ll

protect her.

LEROY

(Meeting David’s gaze)

I’ll promise you I’ll try. I will

try the hardest I can.

ALICE

Leroy, shut up, I don’t need

protecting! We’ll save you babe,

we’ll go get a rope.

DAVID

There’s no time.

Suddenly an alarm goes off on Leroy’s watch. It’s 7:01am.

LEROY

Five minutes.

DAVID

Alice, I love you.

LEROY

We have to go.

ALICE

(Sobbing.)

Nooo!

DAVID

Good luck.

Leroy nods in thanks, and grabs Alice.

ALICE

I love you so much. I want to

stay with you.

LEROY

You’re not staying.

(CONTINUED)
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DAVID

Alice.

Leroy drags Alice, she tries to turn and pull back towards

the hole, but Leroy is too strong. He forces her to move

and they sprint back to the cellar door. Getting back to

the doors, Leroy bangs upon the door, hard. Two quick

bangs, a third bang and then three bangs.

The alarm beeps on Leroy’s watch again, 7.05. We hear a

something sliding away from the cellar doors and they

swing open, Leroy goes down the steps, dragging alice

behind him. Just as Alice turns to come through the door a

ray of sunlight, peaking over the horizon touches her neck

and she screams in pain and falls into the cellar.

INT. SHACK CELLAR. SUNRISE.

JANE catches ALICE as she tumbles down the stairs. The

cellar doors slam shut behind her, LEROY shoves a plank

through the cellar door handles and runs down the stairs.

Calum rushes to his arms.

CALUM

You were gone so long I-

LEROY

I was always coming back for you

Cal.

Jane is on her knee’s Alice in her arms. Alice’s make up

is smudged down her face, Alice is crying uncontrollably.

JANE

What happened?

LEROY

One of them got him.

JANE

Fuck.

LEROY

He was in one of their pits.

JANE

I- ...God.

Leroy put’s his hand on Jane’s shoulder.

JANE

I think she was burnt.

LEROY

Let’s have a look.

Jane rolls Alice over onto her front.

(CONTINUED)
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CALUM

That looks bad.

LEROY

We don’t have anything to treat

it with.

In the distance we hear David screaming, louder than

should be possible, almost inhumane. But it’s him. Alice’s

crying picks up more.

ALICE

(Covering her ears.)

David...David...David...

Janes pulls Alice tighter.

Leroy gets up and sits on the stairs, his head held in his

hands. He starts sobbing.

CALUM

Dad, are you okay?

JANE

Calum, let’s give him some space.

CUT TO:

INT. SHACK CELLAR. MIDDAY.

ALICE is asleep in the corner of the cellar, curled into

the foetal position, facing the wall. LEROY is sat with

CALUM playing super hero Top Trumps, as much to keep

himself busy as Calum.

JANE comes over to Leroy.

JANE

Who’s winning?

CALUM

I just won.

Calum takes the final move and wins the game.

LEROY

I’m sure he cheats. Don’t you

Calum, cheater cheater.

CALUM

You’re just a sore loser. I’m

hungry.

Calum gets up to go get food.

(CONTINUED)
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LEROY

Don’t eat too much, we’re going

to be here another day after

this. We need to get our heads

together, and recover.

CALUM

Okay.

Calum walks off, going around the shelving, out of view of

Leroy and Jane.

JANE

You’re wonderful to him you know.

LEROY

I have to be.

JANE

I’m glad we have you as a leader,

I don’t know what we would have

done without you.

LEROY

It’s not like I asked for this

Jane.

Leroy gets up to find Calum again. Jane looks offended,

then guilty that she felt offended.

LEROY

Calum?

CALUM (O.S.)

Yeah?

Leroy spots him on the stairs, near the top.

LEROY

What are you doing! Get away from

there?

CALUM

I just wanted to see how hot it

was.

LEROY

Stop being so curious, you’ve

heard the saying. "Curiosity

killed the cat."

CALUM

I’m not a cat.

LEROY

Cal, please don’t answer back.

Just get away from there.


