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ROY is depressed. His job is awful, problems ensue with his girlfriend and he is 

slowly falling into a downward spiral. Drinking seems appealing, something that he 

hates about himself as his dad was an alcoholic before dying earlier in the year, and 

he is beginning to turn to it himself.  

After an argument at home with his girlfriend ANNA, he storms to work. Whilst there 

his boss comes to his desk and after yelling at Roy about the level of effort he is 

putting into his work. Roy, fed up of his manager’s bullshit, decides he will try to 

stand up for himself for a change. This doesn’t go according to plan as his 

manager’s god complex is wounded and he then fires Roy. Roy packs up desk and 

makes his way home. Arriving home he goes in and calls for his wife. No answer. 

Making his through to the kitchen he drops the box he is carrying and the contents of 

his desk spill onto the floor.  

On the kitchen side is a note, and on top of the note is Anna’s wedding ring. 

Roy rushes over and holding the ring tightly in his hand he begins to read the letter. 

Anna has left him, fed up of his depression and how it is bringing her down. She has 

done her best to support him but there’s only so much someone can do. Roy storms 

into the living room and swipes the phone up and punches in her number. Answer 

phone. He rings again. Answer phone. Angry he throws the phone at the wall, 

smashing it into pieces. 

Later, after he has calmed down and it has begun to sink in, we find Roy in his local 

pub, The Guild. Finding solace in the bottom of his drinks he is slowly getting more 

and more inebriated. Sat on his own he begins to think more and more about his life, 

about how little he has done with it. He staggers home, it’s only 9pm. Reaching his 

house Roy digs deep into his pockets and pulls his keys out, opening the front door. 

He goes to the study and takes a pad of paper and scrawls on it, writing up his 

suicide note. Roy makes his way to his bathroom and opens up the medicine 

cabinet, ripping the contents out till he finds what he wants. He finds strong 

prescription painkillers are the back of the cabinet and starts to take them one by 

one, methodically and calmly. Taking a deep breath he sits on the bathroom floor and 

waits. 

A while later Susan, Anna’s friend, knocks on the door and rings the bell. About half 

an hour has passed and Roy has passed out from the drugs and the alcohol. Susan 

takes out a key and lets herself in, under the instruction of Anna. She is here to 

collect Anna’s things and as she goes upstairs to the bedroom she walks past the 

open bathroom door and see’s Roy led there pills around him two notes discarded 

on the floor next to him. His suicide note and Anna’s note. She pulls out her mobile 

and calls 999, an ambulance is on its way. The next morning Roy awakes in the 

hospital bed, he groggily calls for a nurse and asks why he is here. She answers 

literally, telling him how he came to be in the hospital but this frustrates him as he 

meant why he is still alive. She draws a blank on this and tells him to get some more 

rest. Eventually he is discharged from the hospital, there’s not much more that they 

can do for him, he is given assurance that someone from the suicide crisis team will 

be in touch with him within the next day to arrange some treatment.  
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Roy leaves the hospital a mess, still suicidal but having hidden it well enough for 

them to discharge him. He gets a taxi home and arriving back at his house he pays 

the driver and without even going into his house he climbs straight into his car and 

drives back out. He drives onto a motorway crossover bridge and pulls up at the side 

of the road. Climbing out of the car he slowly makes his way to the barrier, tears in 

his eyes. He looks over the edge and the gravity pulls the saline straight down, tears 

spilling out. A car drives past him and the driver seems to know what is about to 

happen, he slams his brakes on and pulls over. He climbs out and shouts at Roy to 

get away from the barrier but Roy ignores him and climbs up and without missing a 

beat he tumbles down onto the motorway below. 

In the darkness signalling the end of Roy’s life we hear some indistinguishable 

noises which slowly fade up into an electronic sound, like something has just been 

plugged in and powering up. An electronic voice declares over the darkness: 

“Hello. Welcome to DAWN unit.” 

 

# 

 

Roy awakes in a white room, the brilliance of the lights blinding until his eyes adjust. 

He sits up from the bed he was laying on, swinging his legs over the side. The lights 

dim down and on a wall in front of him a face appears, a pre-recorded video. 

The video, explains where Roy is. He is inside a virtual world, called DAWN. DAWN 

is a virtual world that was designed by medical experts to house the mind whilst the 

external body is rebuilt and repaired, allowing people an extra chance. Roy is the 

first test subject for this program and he, other than the doctors who come and go, is 

the only human there permanently. Everyone else he sees and interacts with will be 

AI’s. They each have their own individual personalities and for all intents and 

purposes are ‘real’ in this world. Roy is taken aback by this information but at the 

same time he is calmly relieved. Whilst he is not dead as he intended, and he cannot 

kill himself in this world, he starts to wonder whether he will be here forever and 

whether or not he can build a new life for himself here. 

After the video message plays itself out, a gap opens up in the wall and a doctor 

comes to greet him. The doctor asks a few questions and Roy asks his fair share 

back but for the most part he is just overwhelmed by everything. The doctor explains 

that he will be given a home, car, money etc and then the world of DAWN is his to 

make the most out of. Stepping out into the hospital complex Roy is greeted with 

neon lights, sky scrapers, people milling about. It is quite claustrophobic coming from 

the quietness of a small town in the North of England to waking up in an isolated 

room on your own to stepping out into a metropolis. Roy is driven through the city to 

his apartment complex and we see parts of the city fly by. People on the side of the 

street performing tricks interacting with the world in strange ways, conjuring things 

from thin air etc. 



DAWN - Synopsis 

Daniel Postlethwaite 

Roy arrives at his apartment complex and the lift takes him to the penthouse 

apartment. From here he can see into the distance and we see that this metropolis 

spreads for miles and miles. The reality of his situation starts to catch up with Roy 

and he stumbles back from the window sitting on the bed. 

Through montage we see Roy settle in to his new life, regular check-ups with the 

doctors, going to bars and socialising. His favourite thing has become VR Bars. In 

them you can change your “program” to take you anywhere in the world and do 

whatever you want in that world, almost like living a video game or a movie or even 

just virtual tourism, it is up to you. It is in this bar, Bar XIII, that he meets Lucy. Lucy 

is striking to look at, everything Roy finds attractive in a woman he finds in her, 

almost as if she has been created for him specifically. From what Roy has learned 

though the AI where here before he arrived so this can’t be true. Over the course of 

the evening he opens up and explains to her how he came to be here, to which she 

listens intently. Just because she has been created, she is still “alive” and Roy finds 

himself attracted to her. Finally having found a friend in this world Roy finally accepts 

his situation.  

The next morning Roy arrives at the doctors for an appointment and the doctors are 

all very solemn. Roy detects this and starts to become irritated as he begins to fear 

the worst… The doctors come out and tell him what is on their mind. There has been 

a complication in the process of repairing his body in the real world and there is a 

97% chance that he will never wake again. Roy is ecstatic by this, his suicide led him 

here and it turns out this is exactly what he wanted, a fresh start, and it’s what he 

got. They then give him a choice, he can either stay here for the rest of his minds 

life, or they can end the software and let him die, it would be painless and it would be 

quick. Roy chooses to live in the world and they agree to let this happen. He goes 

home happier than he has been for most of his miserable existence back in the real 

world. He calls Lucy up and tells her the good news, they go out to celebrate the 

news and is introduced to some of her friends and they spend a good night on the 

town. That night Lucy and Roy go back together and end up in bed with each other, 

making love. 

From here on in, we see Roy and Lucy’s relationship blossom over the course of six 

months, but as their love grows outside in the real world we begin to see progress 

with the reconstruction of a body for Roy, it becomes apparent that the breakthrough 

in the doctors work will allow Roy to exit DAWN and come back into the real world. 

The doctors arrange an appointment with Roy and tell him that two days from now 

he will be brought out of the machine, completing the experiment that they set off to 

achieve. It is time to say his goodbyes.  

Roy goes home to his flat where Lucy is waiting in bed. He watches her sleep 

through the doorway. His life is just one disappointment after the other, he has made 

a new life here, started again. He makes a decision, he rouses Lucy and begins to 

run around the flat packing some things up. As he rushes around he explains to Lucy 

his plan. The only way to be brought out of DAWN is from inside the complex at the 

centre of the city, they will need to prep his mind and start the process of moving it 

back to his body. So if he goes on the run and hides they won’t be able to find him. 
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Lucy understands this and hastily gets dressed. The run out the car and begin to 

drive, as fast as they can in one direction speeding away further and further into the 

sprawling metropolis. After a while of driving he pulls over and they go into Bar XX, 

another VR Bar. He decides they have a bit of time to have one last romantic 

experience with her, and where better than in a VR Bar where they first met. They go 

into a starlit scene, wrapped up warm on the side of a cliff. Suddenly the sky glows 

green. He has brought her to watch the Northern Lights. He holds her close as they 

watch the lights. But abruptly they stop and one by one the stars start to go out. They 

get up and scramble to the exit, leaving the VR world. Waking in DAWN Lucy 

explains that the doctors must be on to him and they are shutting the program down 

piece by piece. They exit the bar and climbs back into their car and start the engine 

but as Roy looks up in the distance he sees only blackness. The city goes on for a 

mile or two then just…ends. Buildings, lamp posts, people, cars all start to flicker and 

disappear as this blackness gets closer, consuming them. He swings the car round 

and drives in the opposite direction but the city is closing down on this side too. 

Street by street he is being forced back towards the main centre of DAWN. 

# 

Beginning to believe this is the end Lucy tells him she loves him and no matter even 

if he goes back to his world that he is still a changed man, he isn’t the depressed 

drunk he used to be. In some ways the experiment worked as intended, it lets his 

mind come to terms with things whilst his body was rebuilt. But there is one thing 

missing from the real world. Her. 

Continuing driving he sees no option but to go back to back to the medical building. A 

few blocks over he pulls over and he and Lucy climb out of the car. Roy tries to keep 

it together and manages to a certain extent, he tells Lucy how he feels about her and 

that he will always remember her. She smiles and places her hand on his cheek and 

as she does so she starts to flicker. He looks past her and the blackness is behind 

her, her image starts to waver and her voice changes. Become slowler, more robotic. 

She is consumed. 

The blackness creeps further forward stopping not far from Roy. He gets up from his 

knees and takes a step back, as he does so the black wall moves with him. Seeing 

no other choice he turns and walks into the medical building. He says nothing as the 

doctors prep him and send him to sleep, as his eyes close, the blackness outside 

rushes forward and consumes the building and him. 

Roy awakes on a metal slab that is slowly being pulled from the machine. Still not 

speaking we see scenes of him going through medical tests, physiotherapy to get his 

muscles strong again and eventually he leaves the medical complex. Outside the 

media surge forward trying to ask questions, camera’s flashing microphones being 

shoved in his face. Roy doesn’t respond to any of the questions but the doctors do. 

After this first successful trial they hope to secure more funding to further develop the 

machines and roll them out hopefully coming to reach a standard to help keep 

people alive.  
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A month on we see Roy sat in a new flat, a flat screen TV, he has obviously come in 

to a bit of money based on the fame this successful experiment has brought him. He 

was the test monkey that brought in a new era of medical technology. 

But he isn’t happy, not by a long shot. He misses Lucy and the world that he had 

created for himself, that was his life, and this his true death, stuck in the hell of the 

real world. He stands up and switches off his TV. He gets changed out of his jeans 

and jacket into sweat pants and trainers. He leaves his apartment and goes for a jog, 

eventually rounding the corner he has jogged back to the bridge where he originally 

jumped off. He jogs across the bridge and stops half way looking over the barrier and 

down into the road below. The traffic rushes past as at the start of the movie. 

He climbs up onto the barrier but as he is about to let go he hesitates but looks as if 

he is about to lose his balance. We then fade to black. 

As the credits roll we hear nothing but silence until… we hear some indistinguishable 

noises which slowly fade up into an electronic sound, like something has just been 

plugged in and powering up. 

 


