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EXT. NORTHERN COASTAL TOWN. DAY.

We see shots of a small coastal town in the north of

England, based on Fleetwood in Lancashire. We see the beach,

the markets, the run down estates. This is the not too

distant future ~2050.

EXT. ROY’S HOUSE. DAY.

We see ROY’s house from the outside. It’s one of the nicer

ones on the edge of the estate.

EXT. ROY’S HOUSE - DRIVE WAY. DAY.

ROY, 29, Short dark hair, good bit of stubble, parks up,

locks his car and moves to his front door. He is carrying a

box in his hands, containing the contents of his desk. He

has just come home after being fired, his eyes are puffy

from crying.

He puts his key in and unlocks the door.

INT. ROY’S HOUSE - HALLWAY. DAY.

ROY comes into the house.

ROY

Anna?

He moves through to the living room.

INT. ROY’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ROY turns on the light

ROY

Anna? Hello?

Still no answer. He throws his box down onto the coffee

table, the glass cracks but he doesn’t notice.

INT. ROY’S HOUSE - KITCHEN. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ROY goes into the kitchen and turns on the light. He throws

his keys down onto the side and notices a letter held down

with a ring - ANNA’s engagement ring. He picks up the note

and begins to read.
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ROY

No, no no no no.

ROY starts to cry as he shoves the ring and the note in his

pocket. He rushes back into the living room.

INT. ROY’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ROY swipes up the portable phone from it’s cradle and

punches in ANNA’s number, completely sober now. It goes

through to answer phone.

ANNA

Hi this is Anna, I’m not here right

now. Please leave a-

He hangs up then tries again but again it just rings then

goes to answer phone.

ANNA

Hi this is Anna, I’m not here right

now. Please leave a message.

The phone beeps.

ROY

(Croaking voice)

Why?

(Clears throat?)

Why have you gone? I’m sorry, I’m

so so sorry Anna. Please I love

you...

Struggling to say any more ROY hangs up the phone. Out of

nowhere ROY throws the phone at the wall where it smashes

into pieces.

ROY walks to the sofa and slumps down on it head held in his

hands - he sobs uncontrollably.

CUT TO:

INT. ROY’S HOUSE - KITCHEN. DAY. LATER.

ROY picks his keys up and leaves the house.
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EXT. ROY’S HOUSE - DRIVE WAY. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ROY climbs into his car and reverses out of the drive way.

INT/EXT. ROY’S CAR. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

We follow ROY as he drives along the sea front heading out

of the town, he drives until he comes across a motorway

cross over bridge where he slows down.

EXT. MOTORWAY CROSSOVER BRIDGE. CONTINUOUS.

ROY stops the car and climbs out and walks to the barrier at

the side of the bridge. He glances over the side of the

barrier and looks at the road below. Gravity takes hold of

the tears building in his eyes and pulls them down toward

the motorway below. He begins to climb the barrier.

ROY doesn’t look around he just continues climbing over the

barrier.

Sat on the edge he takes out the ring and the note, he lets

the ring slip and it goes crashing down to the road below.

He cries out trying to reach for it but it’s gone. Slowly he

stands up and spreading his arms he pitches forward.

We follow ROY down to the ground in slow motion. The note

flows out of his hand and we see this fly slowly on the

breeze.

ANNA(V.O.)

Roy, I’m sorry baby but

things...they’ve gone too far and I

don’t see a light at the end of

this tunnel. I’ve tried and tried

but that’s the thing, you haven’t

been on our end. It’s been a year

since you lost him and he isn’t

coming back. I know you were close,

I really do but he’s gone. His

artwork still hangs on your wall

but he’s gone and you’ve not coped

and you’ve not listened to me when

I’ve told you to seek help and I

don’t know how much more I can

take. You’re father was a talented

man, he truly was and I miss him

too. He treat me as one of his own

and I loved him for that. But he’s

gone. And so have I, I love you

Roy.(BEAT)Anna.
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Moment of silence then CRASH. Roy hits the road below and

dies.

FADE TO BLACK

DARKNESS - DEATH.

In the darkness signalling the end of ROY’s existence we

hear some indistinguishable noises which slowly fade up into

an electronic soun, like something has just been plugged in

and is powering up. The following silence is broken by-

FEMALE INSTRUCTOR

Hello. Welcome to Project DAWN.

FADE UP TO BRILLIANT WHITE

INT. DAWN MEDICAL FACILITY - ENTRY ROOM. DAY.

From ROY’s POV we see a blurry white room, he brings his arm

up to shield his eyes and the lights dim down to an easier

to managed colour. ROY sits up on the bed he finds himself

led on. A video starts to play on one of the walls.

FEMALE INSTRUCTOR

Hello. Welcome to Project DAWN. You

have been successfully chosen as

the first human test subject.

ROY stands up and goes and places his hand on the video. The

video shows him pictures of the virtual world and the

machine he is in back in the real, all correlating with is

being mentioned.

FEMALE INSTRUCTOR

DAWN is a virtual world that was

designed by medical experts around

the world to house the minds of

humans. This allows comatose

patients to experience movement

again and their loved ones can

visit them inside the world any

time and still have conversations

with them. In your case your mind

is being housed inside DAWN whilst

your external body is repaired of

the damage it took in the fall from

the bridge.

ROY sits back down on his bed, trying to take all this in.
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FEMALE INSTRUCTOR

Other than the doctors which will

come and go when necessary you are

the only human permanent resident

here. But that does not mean you

are alone. The world of DAWN is

populated with Artificial

Intelligence, or AI’s for short.

Alice Thompson’s, our resident AI

programmer, work led to AI’s

becoming self aware. In that sense

they are human in all but name.

Whilst the video talks about ALICE we see her on screen. She

is 28, Red hair.

FEMALE INSTRUCTOR

Dr. Robert Lineback will be with

you surely. Please enjoy your stay,

and I wish you a swift recovery.

DR. ROBERT LINEBACK is around 60 years old, balding but not

quite gone, pure white hair. Tall and holds himself like a

man with power.

ROY stands back up from the bed.

ROY

(Shouting)

This has to be some sort of joke! I

obviously survived the

fall...somehow. Come on what is

this!? Some sort of reality TV

show? ANSWER ME!

Suddenly a gap opens up in the wall and ROBERT steps

through. ROY stumbles back.

ROBERT

Hi Roy. Roy Jenkins right?

ROY

Yeah that’s right.

ROBERT

I’m Dr. Robert Lineback. I am the

lead scientist on Project DAWN.

Just call me Robert.

ROY

You have to let me out of here, I

didn’t sign up for this, surely

there’s laws against this sort of

thing?
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ROBERT

You signed up for this when you

applied for your donor card Roy.

ROY

I didn’t mean you could have my

mind!

ROBERT

Look, I know this is going to be

hard for you but you are perfectly

safe. Your mind will be housed here

till your body is fixed and we can

return you to the normal world.

ROY

You do realise I comitted suicide

right? I don’t want to go back to

the "normal world". I just want it

all to end.

ROBERT moves further into the room, perching on the edge of

the bed.

ROBERT

Hopefully we can change that here.

We can provide you with

counselling, therapy anything you

need in this world you can have.

You could have it all.

ROY

Have it all? Then what, I wake up

and it’s all gone.

ROBERT

I don’t think that would be the

case at all. If, no when, this

experiment succeeds I’m sure the

media will be begging you to sell

your story.

ROY

It’s not money I want.

ROBERT

What do you want?

ROY

I- I don’t know.

ROBERT stands and gestures for ROY to follow.
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ROBERT

Come on, let me show you about. I

think you’re going to be here a

while, best get you used to your

surroundings.

INT. DAWN MEDICAL FACILITY - MAIN FOYER. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ROBERT walks with ROY across the foyer towards the exit.

ROBERT

Just like the real world Dawn has

an economy and as such things are

bought with and sold for money.

We’ll give you a weekly sum of

money to keep you going but feel

free to seek work to supplement it.

We’re also going to provide you

with a car and an apartment. Other

than regular check ups with me and

my team you will be left to your

own devices, the world yours to

explore and live in just like the

real world.

ROY

I attempted to kill myself. What

makes you think I want to live here

when I didn’t want to live in the

real world?

ROBERT

Because here Roy, there’s no

bullshit. Just try to make the most

of it, you’re only here till your

body is repaired.

They leave the foyer.

INT/EXT. ROBERT’S CAR. DAY.

ROY is driven through the sprawling metropolis that is now

his new home. He takes it all in through the windows of the

car. Everything is so big and bright especially compared to

the coastal town he is from.

As they drive ROY watches the crowds closely, they act and

seem human each going about their own lives. People buying

hot dogs from street vendors, coming and going from various

buildings. In the midst of the hustle and bustle one figure

stands out though. A faceless, dark figure, watches him from
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a crowd. ROY notices the figure at the last second and on

the double take it’s gone.

He shakes his head and rests it in his hands.

INT. ROY’S APARTMENT COMPLEX - FOYER. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ROY remains silent throughout.

ROBERT

Hello Dear, can I have the keycard

for our new tenant please?

RECEPTIONIST

Of course you can, just one moment.

ROBERT

(To receptionist)

Thank you.

(To Roy)

You’re going to love your

apartment, we’ve given you the

penthouse as you’re the first

person here, but eventually all our

patients will live here in this

central apartment block.

RECEPTIONIST

Here you go Sir.

ROBERT

Ah, thank you.

ROBERT takes the keycard and heads over to the elevator, Roy

follows.

INT. ROY’S APARTMENT COMPLEX - ELEVATOR. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

Stepping into the elevator ROBERT reaches past ROY and

places the keycard in a hole on the control panel. The doors

close and the elevator moves upwards to the penthouse.

INT. ROY’S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ROBERT steps out of the elevator then moves aside so ROY can

step out and see the apartment for himself.

High up, the far wall is made entirely of glass. You can see

for miles looking out at all of the city.
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ROBERT

As you can see, quite a view.

ROY moves towards the window and looks out. He places his

head on the window and presses his hand up against the

glass.

ROY

When you’re lost in depression, you

stop seeing the beauty in the

simple things.

ROBERT

There’s beauty in everything, you

just have to look at it in the

right way. Time for the tour?

ROY

Sure.

ROBERT gestures around him.

ROBERT

This is the living room, outfitted

with all the latest gadgetry you’d

find in our world. Big TV, games

consoles the lot. If you’d just

like to follow me.

ROBERT heads off through a door.

INT. ROY’S APARTMENT - KITCHEN. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ROBERT and ROY go into the kitchen, again there’s a large

glass window showing off the city from another angle.

The kitchen is very modern, sleek silver handles on the

drawers and the taps shine.

ROBERT

Kitchen, and through that door is a

laundry room.

ROBERT heads out again and ROY follows.

INT. ROY’S APARTMENT - BEDROOM. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

Again, ROBERT shows ROY a very modern bedroom.
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ROBERT

And the bedroom.

ROY sits on the bed.

ROBERT

Any questions?

ROY

Too many.

ROBERT hands ROY a piece of paper.

ROBERT

I’ll leave you to settle in now and

collect your thoughts. If you have

any questions, call that number and

one of the team back at the medical

facility will be happy to help.

ROY

Thanks.

ROBERT leaves the bedroom. Still inside the bedroom we hear

the elevator chime to signal it’s arrival.

ROY lies down on his back and stares at the ceiling.


