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INT. ALICE AND ROY’S HOUSE - HALLWAY. DAY.

Black. A door opening is heard.

Fade up to ALICE, 25, dyed red hair, walking through the

front door.

ALICE

Roy?

ALICE moves into the living room.

EXT. PARK. DAY. FLASHBACK.

ALICE and ROY, 25, dark brown hair, medium length, walking

over a small bridge in the middle of the park.

ROY

Here.

ROY offers ALICE a stick.

ALICE

You remember?

ROY

Of course I do.

They both walk to the side of the bridge that is upstream.

ALICE

You know I’ll win.

ROY

No you won’t.

ALICE

Will.

ROY and ALICE extends their arms out holding their sticks

above the river.

ROY

Ready?

ALICE

Three...two...one.

The sticks fall.



2.

INT. ALICE AND ROY’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ALICE puts her car keys down on the side. She takes off her

ID badge on a lanyard and places it on a hook next to a

second ID badge. Her badge reads "DAWN Laboratories: Alice

Thompson - Lead Programmer". The second badge reads "DAWN

Laboratories: Roy Williams - Head of Security".

The logo of DAWN Laboratories is a sun rising over the

horizon.

ALICE

Roy?

She goes into the kitchen.

EXT. PARK. DAY. FLASHBACK.

ALICE cheers as her stick emerges first.

ALICE

Told you I’d win.

ROY

Only cause I let you.

ALICE

(Chuckling)

Bollocks!

ROY

It’s true!

INT. ALICE AND ROY’S HOUSE - KITCHEN. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ALICE gets an apple out of the fruit basket and goes back

into the hallway.

EXT. PARK. DAY. FLASHBACK.

ALICE breathes on an apple and rubs it on her top. Her and

ROY are sat on a picnic blanket.

ALICE

I love you.

ROY

I love you too. That actually kinda

brings me to my next point.

(CONTINUED)
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ALICE

Oh?

ROY

Fresh out of University, looking

for direction in life I found you,

here in this park. These three

years you’ve been my compass, my

guide.

ROY produces a ring from his pocket.

ROY(CONT’D)

Alice. Will you marry me?

ALICE

Oh my god-

INT. ALICE AND ROY’S HOUSE - HALLWAY. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ALICE goes up the stair case to the first floor.

INT. ALICE AND ROY’S HOUSE - FIRST FLOOR HALLWAY. DAY.

CONTINUOUS.

There is a closed door at the end of the hallway, the

bedroom. ALICE walks towards it but a door on her right, the

study, stands ajar. A soft light shines through the crack.

ALICE opens the study door as she speaks.

ALICE

Babe, you in here?

INT. ALICE AND ROY’S HOUSE - FIRST FLOOR HALLWAY. DAY.

FLASHBACK.

ALICE and ROY stumble down the hallway. Passionately kissing

and taking clothing off as they head to the bedroom.

INT. ALICE AND ROY’S HOUSE - BEDROOM. DAY. FLASHBACK.

ROY and ALICE collapse on to the bed naked.
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INT. ALICE AND ROY’S HOUSE - STUDY. CONTINUOUS.

ALICE enters. The computer screen is switched on. A typed

letter is on screen. ALICE begins to read it. ALICE drops

the apple.

ALICE

(Screaming)

Roy! Oh god.

ALICE scrabbles out of the room.

INT. ALICE AND ROY’S HOUSE - FIRST FLOOR HALLWAY. DAY.

CONTINUOUS.

ALICE runs towards the bedroom.

INT. DAWN LABORATORIES - STAFF CANTEEN. DAY. FLASHBACK.

PEOPLE surround ROY and ALICE.

FEMALE CO-WORKER #1

Congratulations guys!

FEMALE CO-WORKER #2

I’m really happy for you two.

ROBERT

Congratulations Alice. Roy. (BEAT)

I’m happy for you guys.

INT. ALICE AND ROY’S HOUSE - BEDROOM. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ALICE bursts through the door.

ALICE

Oh god. Fuck, fuck. Roy!

Reveal ROY hanging from the ceiling fan. ALICE starts

crying.

ALICE (CONT’D)

Why, fucking hell Roy!

ALICE goes to ROY and tries to get him down but is too

short, even with the chair that is tipped under him.

ALICE pulls her mobile phone out of her pocket but drops it

because she’s shaking too much. She runs to the house phone

on the bedside cabinet instead. She dials 999.
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INT. BACK OF AMBULANCE. DAY.

A PARAMEDIC tends to ROY who is led on the stretcher.

ALICE sits, tears pouring down her face. Eyeliner streaked

down her cheeks.

INT. HOSPITAL - CORRIDOR. DAY.

ROY is wheeled through the hospital. A DOCTOR and NURSES

surround him as he is rushed through the corridor. ALICE

jogs by the side of the stretcher, keeping up.

INT. HOSPITAL - ROY’S ROOM. DAY. LATER.

ALICE sits by ROY’S bedside holding his hand. The DOCTOR

from earlier enters the room. ALICE stands.

DOCTOR

Alice?

ALICE nods.

DOCTOR (CONT’D)

Hi. The scans and tests have come

back.

ALICE

And?

DOCTOR

Well, he’s stable and nothing is

damaged physically.

ALICE

But?

The DOCTOR comes further into the room and smiles at ALICE.

The DOCTOR pulls a chair from the other side of the room

across so it is next to ALICE’S.

DOCTOR

Please, take a seat.

ALICE

Yeah, okay.

DOCTOR

Physically he’s fine. But he’s in a

deep coma. This is due to the rope

cutting off oxygen to his brain.

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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DOCTOR (cont’d)
Brain activity is minimal and we

will monitor him over the coming

week but I have to be honest with

you, it’s unlikely he will recover.

ALICE puts her hand to her mouth and her crying starts

again.

DOCTOR (CONT’D)

I’ve arranged it with the staff

that you can stay here over night.

We’ll bring you through a blanket

and pillow.

The DOCTOR’S pager beeps.

DOCTOR (CONT’D)

Sorry, I have to go but I’ll be

back shortly. Want me to get you

anything extra, tea or coffee?

ALICE

No. No it’s okay. Thanks.

The DOCTOR stands, smiles, and leaves.

INT. HOSPITAL - ROY’S ROOM. NIGHT.

ROBERT LINEBBACK, 41, salt and pepper hair, enters ROY’S

room.

ALICE notices him and stands.

ALICE

Professor.

ROBERT

Please Alice, it’s Robert.

ALICE

Sorry Sir.

ROBERT comes over to her side and looks down at ROY. He

turns to ALICE and embraces her.

ROBERT

Sorry I couldn’t have come any

sooner.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 7.

ALICE

No it’s okay.

ALICE pulls away from ROBERT.

ROBERT

The doctors told me he’s in a coma.

ALICE

Ironic huh?

ROBERT

You know Alice we could...

ALICE

I know, one of the perks and all

that. But we’re still not sure if

it’s safe.

ROBERT

We’ve been ready for human trials

for months now we’ve just lacked

the right...candidate. Who better

than one of my employees?

ALICE

I’m not sure Robert.

ROBERT takes ALICE’S hand and leads her to the chairs. They

sit.

ROBERT

You’ve overseen the tests as often

as I have. DAWN is safe. The

program’s secure. The conscious

trials have succeeded, there’s no

reason for it to be different for

people in comas. This is what it

has been designed for.

ALICE

It’s designed for people who have

no hope of waking. Roy-

ROBERT

Roy’s fate is undecided at the

moment I know.

ALICE

Seven days.

ROBERT gives ALICE a puzzled look.

(CONTINUED)
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ALICE (CONT’D)

Seven days they said, they’ll

monitor him for a week before they

give a final verdict. If they- If

Roy won’t wake up....He has to wake

up...but if he doesn’t, we can do

it.

ROBERT

Sure?

ALICE

I’m sure.

ROBERT

If he doesn’t wake up then DAWN may

be the key to saving him. There’s

still hope yet Alice.

ALICE smiles at ROBERT.

INT. HOSPITAL - ROY’S ROOM. NIGHT. LATER.

ALICE is asleep in the chair. A N/S NURSE enters with a

pillow and blanket.

ROBERT stands and takes them off her. The N/S NURSE leaves.

ROBERT takes the blanket and pillow over to ALICE. He spends

a moment watching he sleep then places the blanket over her

and the pillow behind her head. She doesn’t wake.

ROBERT bends and kisses her on the head and then leaves.

INT. HOSPITAL - ROY’S ROOM. DAY/NIGHT. MONTAGE.

A week passes, ALICE barely leaves ROY’S side. By the end

ALICE looks very disheveled.

INT. HOSPITAL - CORRIDOR/ROY’S ROOM. DAY.

From the corridor ALICE, ROBERT and the DOCTOR can be seen

in ROY’S room. The DOCTOR speaks - this is unheard. ALICE

puts her hand to her mouth and begins to sob. The DOCTOR

leaves.

ALICE flings her arms around ROBERT. He hugs her then holds

her at arms length. ROBERT speaks - again this isn’t heard.

ALICE looks to ROY and then back to ROBERT.

ALICE nods.
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EXT. DAWN LABORATORIES - ENTRANCE. DAY.

A private ambulance pulls up outside a big modern looking

building. The DRIVER gets out and opens the door. ALICE

steps out of the back of the ambulance. The driver steps in

and wheels out ROY on a stretcher.

INT. DAWN LABORATORIES - CORRIDOR. DAY.

ROY is wheeled through corridors. A selection of DOCTORS and

NURSES follow the stretcher. Taking readings from ROY.

ROBERT is at the forefront of the crowd. ALICE almost jogs

to keep up.

INT. DAWN LABORATORIES - ROY’S ROOM. DAY.

ROY is wheeled into the room. ALICE watches from the

doorway. ROY is prepped - this involves his head being

shaved, wired pads placed on his temples, heart rate

monitors placed onto his finger and chest.

ROBERT

It’s time.

ROBERT moves to the far wall. A scientist, MARTYN HOWELL,

moves over to.

ROBERT and MARTYN place their hands simultaneously on two

panels. The wall slides open revealing a row of large

suitcase size machines.

MARTYN takes a machine and carries it to the table next to

ROY. He places the machine down and opens a latch, lifting

the lid reveals a thin band. He plugs the machine into the

power source and then lifts the band.

ALICE moves into the room.

ALICE

Stop.

MARTYN hesitates.

ROBERT

Alice we-

ALICE

I want to do it.

MARTYN looks to ROBERT.

(CONTINUED)
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ROBERT

Okay.

ALICE moves to MARTYN. She takes the band from him and moves

to ROY. She strokes his cheek tenderly then places the band

over his brow.

ROBERT

Alice you should know, I’m going in

to. You can’t-

ALICE

I know.

ROBERT smiles affectionately.

ALICE moves to the machine and punches in a code. A screen

above ROY’S bed powers on. A loud mechanical hum comes from

the machine.

A second machine is brought out and powered on. ROBERT sits

down and places the wired pads to his own temples. MARTYN

places the thin band onto ROBERT’S head and punches in a

code. The same mechanical hum is heard.

CUT TO:

INT. WHITE ROOM. DAY.

ROY sits bolt upright.

ROY looks around the room disorientated. White walls, white

floor, white ceiling. A panel in the wall slides open and

ROBERT enters.

ROY

Who-

ROBERT

Am I?

ROY

Am I.

ROBERT

Roy? It’s me Robert.

ROY

Robert? Who am I?
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INT. DAWN LABORATORIES - ROY’S ROOM. DAY.

ALICE, MARTYN and the other STAFF watch this exchange on the

screen.

ALICE

No. No, no, no.

MARTYN and the staff members look around. MARTYN takes ALICE

by the arm.

MARTYN

Sit down.

ALICE lets MARTYN guide her to a chair by ROY’S bed.

ALICE

Please remember.

INT. ARRIVAL FACILITY - WHITE ROOM. DAY.

ROBERT moves closer to ROY.

ROBERT

You’re Roy Williams.

ROY

And you?

ROBERT

My name is Robert Lineback.

ROY

Where am I? What the fuck is going

on here.

ROBERT

I know it’s hard, but keep calm.

What is the last thing you

remember?

ROY

I...I’m not sure. I remember

sadness. Fear.

ROY reaches up and rubs his throat.

ROY(CONT’D)

I...

ROY swings his legs over the bed and stands up.
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INT. DAWN LABORATORIES - ROY’S ROOM. DAY.

ALICE is close to tears but holds them back.

ALICE

It’ll be temporary. It’s got to bed

temporary.

MARTYN

I’m sure it will be. It’ll come

back to him.

ALICE plays with her engagement ring.

ALICE

I believe in him.

INT. ARRIVAL FACILITY - CORRIDOR. DAY.

ROY and ROBERT walk side by side.

ROY

So in this real world I committed

suicide?

ROBERT

Unfortunately yes.

ROY

Why?

ROBERT

You wanted an escape.

ROY

From?

ROBERT

You didn’t say.

ROBERT opens a door and holds it open for ROY. They walk

into.

INT. ARRIVAL FACILITY - MAIN FOYER. DAY. CONTINUOUS.

ROY and ROBERT walk into the main foyer.

ROY

If I wanted to die, and succeeded

why did you bring me back?

ROBERT pulls a PDA out of his pocket.

(CONTINUED)
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ROBERT

You didn’t succeed, like I said

you’re in a coma.

ROBERT taps something on his PDA and in unison ROY spaces

out a little.

ROBERT(CONT’D)

Roy?

ROY shakes his head.

INT. DAWN LABORATORIES - ROY’S ROOM. DAY.

ALICE watches ROY and ROBERT talking on screen. She notices

ROY space out.

ALICE

What’s wrong with him?

MARTYN looks up from a laptop screen.

MARTYN

Huh?

ALICE

Roy, he kinda spaced out. He was

asking about the suicide but then

blanked out.

MARTYN

Dunno, maybe he sorta remembers it?

ALICE watches ROY on screen with a concerned look.


